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�
Batching System Interface� XE "Spectrum:Spectrum Interface" �


The Batching System Interface� XE "Spectrum:Spectrum Interface" � transfers ticket data automatically from the Batching System � XE "Spectrum" �to Compu-Crete Billing� XE "Billing" �. This eliminates the time-consuming process of manually re-entering information from batch tickets. You transfer tickets by running Load Batching Tickets Diskette � XE "Spectrum:Load Spectrum Tickets Diskette" �� XE "Load Spectrum Tickets Diskette" �� XE "Floppy Disks" �� XE "Disks,floppy" �� XE "Diskettes" � (Invoicing Menu).  Before you can use the Batching System interface, you need to get both the Batching and the Billing systems properly set up so they can work together.


The discussion below is in two parts:


Data Correspondence:  General explanation of the standard translation process from Batching System tickets to Compu-Crete tickets, indicating the requirements for how Batching System and Compu-Crete data must line up with each other.


Configuration Options:  description of optional variations in the translation process.


Compu-Crete–Batching System Data Correspondence


The following table shows the correspondence between Batching System data fields and Compu-Crete data fields.  For full details see the paragraphs below.


Batching System�
Compu-Crete�
�
Customer Code�
(�
Not used�
�
Account #�
(�
Customer Number�
�
Mix #�
(�
Product Code (first line)�
�
Code�
(�
Product Code (remaining lines)�
�
Tax Code�
(�
Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority and Tax Code�
�
Trk Num�
(�
Truck� XE "Trucks" � Number�
�
Customer Data


When Compu-Crete reads in a Batching System ticket,  it takes the “Account #”  field as a Customer Number and looks up the customer in Compu-Crete customer records.  The rest of the customer data (name, address, etc.) from the Batching System ticket is ignored.  So, for all your customers:


The first five digits of the Batching System “Account Number” field must exactly match the Compu-Crete Customer Number.  


(Leading zeros are ignored; for example, ‘00111’ matches ‘111’.)


Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �orities


Called “Tax Codes” on the Batching System.  This field specifies which authority the sales tax for this ticket should be reported to.  


The Batching System “Tax Codes” must exactly match the Compu-Crete Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �orities.  


(Option:  you can set up a Batching System Tax Code to represent non-taxable sales, for example “NT”.  This can be translated during ticket transfer� XE "Tickets:Ticket Transfer" � to a non-taxable sale under a Compu-Crete Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority.  See below under Configuration Options.)


Product Data


�Compu-Crete Product Codes� XE "Product Codes" � correspond to “Mix #”s and Product Codes on the Batching System.  As with Customer Numbers, Compu-Crete reads the Product Code and looks up the Description and Unit of Measure in its own Product records. The Unit Price� XE "Unit Price" �� XE "Price:Unit Price" � comes from Compu-Crete Pricing� XE "Pricing" � records, except for cash sale tickets.   (Option: you can have Batching System prices override list price.  See below under Configuration Options.)


The “Mix #”s and Product Codes on the Batching System must exactly match the Product Codes� XE "Product Codes" � in Compu-Crete.  


(Option: you can have some or all Batching System products translated to different Compu-crete products by setting up a special Cross Reference.  See below under Configuration Options.)


Truck� XE "Trucks" � Numbers


Called “Trk Num” on the Batching System.  If you keep a truck file and report your sales by truck, then:


The Batching System Truck� XE "Trucks" � Numbers must exactly match the Compu-Crete Truck Numbers.


Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" �


�The Compu-Crete Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � field, usually known simply as “job”, has many important uses in invoicing and reporting.  Separate invoices can be printed for each job, and special prices can be attached to a job.  You have to choose a Batching System field to get the Job/PO/Loc from (see below).  To ensure that Batching System tickets are assigned to the correct jobs for pricing� XE "Pricing" �:


Any Job Name� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" �s� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � entered on the Batching System must exactly match a Job/PO/Loc in Compu-Crete Job Price� XE "Price:Job Prices" � records.


(Option:  the system can warn you at transfer time if a Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � on a ticket does not match one of the Job Price� XE "Price:Job Prices" � records.)


Batching System Transfer Configuration Options


There is a lot of flexibility in how Compu-Crete interprets and translates the information on Batching System tickets.  Your Hansco representative will set up the configuration in the way that best suits your Compu-Crete operations and Batching System operations.  You will need to decide on your preferences for the options described here.


Source of Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" �


You must decide which Batching System field(s) to get the Compu-Crete Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � from. (The “Job #” field on the Batching System is not suitable, as it only has room for two digits.) Your choice will depend on how you are already using the Batching System ticket fields, but the following alternatives are usually good:





Batching System fields�
advantages�
disadvantages�
�
�Notes, 


Delivery Address�
Have room for all 18 characters of Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" �.  Are near the top of Batching System screen.�
May be wanted for some other use.  Delivery Address changes too often.�
�
P.O. #, 


S.O. #�
Appropriately named on Batching System screen�
Only have room for 10 characters each.  (Can be put together)�
�
User 1, …


User 5�
No usage conflicts�
Only have room for 10 characters each.  (Can be put together)�
�
Multiple Plants� XE "Plants" �


If you will be bringing in Batching System tickets from more than one plant, you will face three issues in translating Batching System product codes (“Mix #”s):


A given Mix # may stand for different products at different plants.  For example, you might have Mix # 312 standing for 3000 PSI 1/2” Stone at plant 1, and standing for 2000 PSI at plant 2.


You may want to set prices and report sales separately by plant.  For example, you might batch Mix # 3000�AGS at both plants, but want to price them differently.


Your material costs may be different at different plants, so you may want to report estimated costs separately by plant.


You can deal with these difficulties by having Compu-Crete append plant codes to Batching System product codes before translating them.  In the first example above, the Mix #s could become 312�1 and 312�2;  in the second example, 3000�AGS�1 and 3000�AGS�2.


There are three variations in how you can append plant codes:


Append for all plants, or only for certain plants.


Append to all products (addmixes etc.), or only to mixes.


Add punctuation such as - , / , etc.


Product Code Translation


You may want to set up a Cross-Reference for your Product Codes� XE "Product Codes" �, especially if you have multiple Batching System plants.  Suppose, as in the first example above, that you batch both Mix # 312 and Mix # 3000-AGS at plant 1.  Suppose now that you quote and bill� XE "Billing" � both mixes as 3000 psi.  After appending plant code 1 to make the codes  312�1 and 3000�AGS�1, you could put two entries in your Cross-Reference to make the products translate to Compu-Crete Product Code 3000:


Batching System Code�
Compu-Crete Code�
�
312�1�
3000�
�
3000�AGS�1�
3000�
�
(example)�
�



You can add as many lines to your Cross-Reference as you need,  to accomodate combined billing as in the example, or for any other reason that your Batching System codes cannot match your Compu-Crete codes.


Office Pricing� XE "Pricing" � vs. Batching System Pricing


Batching System pricing� XE "Pricing" � may not always agree with office (Compu-Crete) pricing.  You must decide which will take precedence. 


If office pricing� XE "Pricing" � takes precedence, then Compu-Crete will apply the Compu-Crete price to all tickets except cash sales.  Cash  sale tickets are determined by the customer Account #:  if it is equal to the Cash Customer Number (normally 10000), the ticket is considered a cash sale and the Batching System price is used.  Cash sale tickets are not determined by whether the ticket is C.O.D.; a Batching System “C.O.D.” ticket is still treated as a charge ticket if the customer Account # is not the Cash Customer Number, and priced according to Compu-Crete pricing  (from Product and Customer price records). 


If Batching System pricing� XE "Pricing" � takes precedence, then Compu-Crete will use the Batching System ticket price whenever one is given.  Compu-Crete prices will only take effect where Batching System tickets show a price of zero.


Tax-Exempt Batching System Tax Codes


Batching System Tax Codes correspond to Compu-Crete Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �orities.   Since Compu-Crete keeps track of authorities and exemptions separately, it needs to know which Batching System Tax Codes are tax exempt and which exempt codes they correspond to.


For example, you might have Batching System Tax Codes MA1 (for “Massachusetts Exempt”), NY1 (for “New York Exempt”)  and NT (for “Nontaxable”), Compu-Crete Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �orities MA and NY,  and Compu-Crete Tax Codes 1 and 2 (for two different exempt reasons), and set up the following correspondence:


Batching System�
�
Compu-Crete�
�
Tax Code�
�
Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority�
Tax Code�
�
MA1�
(�
MA�
1�
�
NT�
(�
MA�
2�
�
NY1�
(�
NY�
1�
�
(example)�
�
The highlighted line specifies that NT should be interpreted as Compu-Crete Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority MA with Tax Code 2. 


All Batching System Tax Codes not specified in the correspondence will simply be brought across as taxable.  For example, suppose you also have Batching System Tax Codes MA and NY and you don’t add them to the correspondence.  They will then be treated as if you had added the lines:


MA�
(�
MA�
Y�
�
NY�
(�
NY�
Y�
�
(If a Batching System Tax Code doesn’t match any Compu-Crete Authorities, the Default Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority is used– see below.)


Default Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority


Compu-Crete must assign a Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority to tickets that come across without one, or with an invalid one.  Choose your most common Tax Authority.


Other Options


The remaining options for Batching System ticket transfer� XE "Tickets:Ticket Transfer" � are not needed as often.   Compu-Crete standard settings will probably serve you well.  Contact Hansco staff if you think you need to change any of them.


Option�
Function�
Standard�
�
Separate Transportation Charge Product �
You can opt to add a transportation line to all tickets, or to charge tickets only. The product code will be "tr" + the zone (taken from a selected Batching System field ).�
Not active�
�
Cash Customer Number�
Indicates which tickets are cash sale (see Office Pricing� XE "Pricing" � vs. Batching System Pricing, above).�
10000�
�
Look Up Job Price� XE "Price:Job Prices" �s� XE "Price:Job Prices" ��
You can opt to have Compu-Crete check the Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � on each ticket for special job prices.�
Not active�
�
Validate Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � �
You can opt to have Compu-Crete check that the Job/PO/Loc� XE "Job:Job/PO/Loc (Job Name)" � exists (and print a warning if it doesn’t).�
Not active�
�
Default Product Code�
If the product code from a Batching System ticket is not a valid Compu-Crete product code, this will be substituted.�
“MISC”�
�
Use Elapsed Time�
You can opt to have elapsed time calculated from Batching System tickets and used instead of time of day on tickets.�
Not active�
�
Void Flag�
Specifies a Batching System field and a value to be interpreted as “void ticket”.�
Not active�
�
Three of these options govern how to handle missing Customer Numbers– customer Account #’s that don’t exist in Compu-Crete files:�
�
�
Source for Customer Sequence Code�
Indicates a Batching System field to match against Compu-Crete Sequence Codes.  If a match is found the ticket is assigned to that Customer.�
Not active�
�
Add Customer�
Compu-Crete creates a new Customer record if all else fails.�
Not active�
�
Default Customer�
Compu-Crete assigns this Customer Number if all else fails and Add Customer is not active.�
10001�
�



The following fields normally come from a standard source field on the Batching System, but you can change the source field assignments:


Field�
Standard Source on Batching System Ticket�
�
Comments� XE "Comments" � �
Line 1 of Delivery Address�
�
Customer Number�
Account No. (Batching System Customer File)�
�
Tax Auth� XE "Tax Authorities" �ority�
Tax Code�
�
Truck� XE "Trucks" ��
Trk Num  (Batching System Batch Setup Screen)�
�
Cod Code�
C.O.D.�
�
Zone� XE "Zones" ��
First 3 letters of User-defined Field One �
�
Product Code�
Mix # (first line), Code (other lines)�
�
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Compu-Crete™�











A ticket is a cash sale ticket if the customer account number on the ticket is the Cash Customer Number (normally 10000).  Merely making the  ticket COD does not make it a cash sale ticket.





Suggestion:  Print a Job List By Customer (File Maintenance Menu) for the Batching System operator to refer to when entering job names.





Note:  Job/PO/Loc controls both pricing and invoice separation.  Choosing a Batching system field that is used for other purposes can cause missed job pricing and too much invoice separation.











